Common Sense for Drug Policy Presents The Facts: Hemp

Hemp

1. According to David West, PhD, “The THC levels in industrial hemp are so low that
no one could ever get high from smoking it. Moreover, hemp contains a relatively
high percentage of another cannabinoid, CBD, that actually blocks the marijuana
high. Hemp, it turns out, is not only not marijuana; it could be called
‘antimarijuana.””

Source: West, David P, Hemp and Marijuana: Myths and Realities (Madison, WI: North American Industrial Hemp
Council, 1998), p. 3.
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Although opponents of hemp production claim that hemp fields will be used to hide
marijuana fields, this is unlikely because cross-pollination between hemp and
marijuana plants would significantly reduce the potency of the marijuana plant. On
March 12, 1998, Canada legalized hemp production and set a limit of 0.3% THC
content that may be present in the plants and requires that all seeds be certified for
THC content.

Source: West, David P, Hemp and Marijjuana: Myths and Realities (Madison, WI: North American Industrial Hemp
Council, 1998)., pp. 4, 21.
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In a July 1998 study issued by the Center for Business and Economic Research at the
University of Kentucky, researchers concluded that Kentucky hemp farmers could
earn a net profit of $600 per acre for raising certified seeds, $320 net profit per acre
for straw only or straw and grain production, and $220 net profit per acre for grain
only production. The only crop found to be more profitable was tobacco.

Source: Tompson, Eric C., PhD, Berger, Mark C., PhD, and Allen, Steven N., Economic Impacts of Industrial Hemp in
Kentucky (Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky, Center for Business and Economic Research, 1998), p. 21.
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In a July 1998 study issued by the Center for Business and Economic Research at the
University of Kentucky, researchers estimated that if Kentucky again became the
main source for industrial hemp seed (as it was in the past), the state could earn the
following economic benefits:

Scenario Full time jobs created Worker Earnings
Main source for certified industrial seeds only 69 jobs $1,300,000.00
Certified seeds, plus one processing facility 303 jobs $6,700,000.00
Certified seeds, plus two processing facilities 537 jobs $12,100,000.00
Certified seeds, one processing facility, one industrial | 771 jobs $17,600,000.00
hemp paper-pulp plant

Source: Tompson, Eric C., PhD, Berger, Mark C., PhD, and Allen, Steven N., Economic Impacts of Industrial Hemp in
Kentucky (Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky, Center for Business and Economic Research, 1998), p. iv.

5. “Other than Maryland, only Hawaii, North Dakota and Minnesota have laws
allowing hemp production. All were passed last year. Both Minnesota and North
Dakota allow farmers statewide to grow hemp.”
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Source: Montgomery, Lori, Washington Post Staft Writer, Maryland Authorizes the Production of Hemp, The Washington
Post, May 19, 2000, p. B1, BS.

6. “In Virginia, lawmakers passed a resolution last year urging federal officials to
‘revise the necessary regulations’ to permit experimental hemp production there.”

Source:  Montgomery, Lori, Washington Post Staff Writer, Maryland Authorizes the Production of Hemp, The Washington
Post, May 19, 2000, p. B5.



